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THE KENTUCKIANA  

FLY FISHER 

35 enjoy the June Outdoor Meeting!

Bill and Fanny Timmer enjoy the beautiful 
weather, great food, and fellowship with fellow 
fly fishers.   

1st Wednesday – board meeting  

3 rd Wednesday - monthly meeting 

4 th Wednesday - fly tying 

All indoor meetings are held at the Louisville Nature 
Center.   

All outdoor meetings are held at the Jefferson County 
Sportsmen’s Club.       

 All club outings are open to all paid DCFF members. 

We welcome visitors to all our meetings.   

For more information about Derby City Fly Fishers, visit  
www.derbycityflyfishers.com.    

 

How often do you get to study 
aquatic insects with a world class 

guide on a world class river? 
 
Join us for our Entomology Class on the Cumberland 
River, Saturday, July 9, 2005.  Gerald McDaniel will 
lead us for an outstanding outing.  He will show us 
what bugs live in the Cumberland River.  He will also 
show us how this information is used to draw 
conclusions on what flies fish best.   
 
Gerald participated in the only scientific insect study 
done on the river and has 40 years experience on the 
river.  He has been a professional Cumberland River 
guide for 20 years and is the only guide with a world 
record fly rod catch on the Cumberland.  The man 
knows what he is talking about & we are lucky to 
have this opportunity. 
 

Knowledge gained during this outing will help any of 
us fish the Cumberland River better.  An added 
benefit is that this sort of information is transferable.  
What we learn here can be applied to other streams.  
This class can make us better fishermen wherever we 
fish from now on.   
 
Join us at Traces on the Cumberland, on Highway 61 
just south of Burkesville, close to the boat ramp at 9 
a.m. EDT.  See our website for map.  Call Gerry, 502-
432-2995, to register.  All Club Outings are open to all 
DCFF members whose 2005 dues are paid. 
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DCFF President’s Corner - June outdoor meeting a success by Larry Drake 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
       

 

 

Directions to June, July & August meetings 
From Louisville take Gene Snyder Freeway (I-265) to 
Bardstown Road Exit (Exit 17)– turn south at end of 
ramp onto Hwy 31E.-go approx 5 miles to the Bullitt 
County Line-turn left on Waterford Road (Hwy 660)-
go approx 7/10 of a mile -club is on the right.  

Best $10 investment in fly fishing!
Beginning July 1st, you can join Derby City Fly 
Fishers for the rest of  2005 for $10 for an individual 
membership or $12.50 for a family membership.  See 
John Naiser  for details.   

 
It looks like Derby City Fly Fishers’ first attempt at a 
cookout and outdoor meeting at the Jefferson County 
Sportsman Club was a great success.  Everyone I talked 
to said that they had a good time and are looking 
forward to our July meeting.  A few fish were caught, 
but I do not think we hurt the fish population.  We 
would like to thank some of the people that helped 
make it possible, Bernie and Carla Rauen, David 
Spanyer, Leonard and Martha Kik, Gerry McDaniel 
and all the other people that gave advice and casting 
instruction.                          
 
Being a new club, we have a lot of new members and 
this meeting gave them a chance to get to know each 
other.  When you get two or more fisherman together, 
you will always hear fish stories, but some other stories 
that I heard were two people found out that they grew 
up in the same area of Missouri and another two found 
they lived on the same street.  I hope some new 
friendships were made and fishing partnerships 
formed.  
 
One of the best things that came out of the June 
outdoor meeting was that everywhere you looked, the 
experienced members were giving instructions in 
casting, knot tying and just about any other subject that 
has to do with fly fishing.  Instructions like that would 
be hard to buy at any price. 
 
July meeting should be just as good or better than the 
June meeting, now that we have experience.  If someone 
would order that same weather as our June meeting, we 
would be all set. Everyone planning to attend the July 
meeting needs to register on line or call (502) 228-5735 
so we will know how much food to buy.  Looking 
forward to seeing everyone there on July 20, 2005 and 
we will start eating about 6 p.m., rain or shine.  We will 
collect a $5 per person donation for the food. 

 
Dinner & Fishing 

 
Come for great food, fellowship, and fishing at our  
July 20th summer outdoor meeting at the Jefferson 
County Sportsmen Club.  Bring you rod, your current 
Kentucky fishing license, and favorite bass, bluegill, 
catfish, and crappie flies to try on the 27 acre stocked 
lake.  Summer meetings are a great opportunity to 
bring your family or friends and introduce them to 
your fly fishing friends.   
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Tarpon Bamboo-Klamath Country Fly Casters newsletter 
Mexican guides have a way of showing their disapproval without saying a word. I am sure if Addy, our guide, was able to 
translate his thoughts into our language it would not have been pleasant. After all how many guys step into the boat on the first 
day of tarpon fishing with a bamboo rod. I am sure it is safe to say that they have seen few if any of these rods and probably 
question their ability and strength to endure what lies ahead. Many questions probably came to his mind like "Have you ever 
caught a Tarpon on Bamboo before?" My partner Jim knew the answer to that question and quickly volunteered to Addy the 
information he did not need to hear. "He never has caught a tarpon on bamboo but he did break five rods in the Baja on Dorado" 
Addy's only reply was of few words "Dorado tough fish". 
 
Actually I have only caught one tarpon period, a baby of 25 lbs, and to top it off I did it with Jim's 10 weight Sage, not something 
I like to admit. You might say I am a deeply religious man and many years ago it had to have been the voice of God I heard say" 
Thou shalt fish with bamboo and bamboo only." So when I requested and fished graphite because I doubted by Orvis SSS bamboo 
10 weight, I felt like I was sinning.  I was frightened by the power of the fifty pounder that Jim had landed and thought  I can't do 
this to my bamboo. So you see my motives were pure and had only the best interest of my rod in mind. However I did repent and 
vowed that day to turn from my wicked ways. 
 
That was a year ago and today in the midst of a beautiful Mexican-Caribbean sunrise we motor across a flat ocean heading for 
giant tarpon water. It is hard to keep my thoughts on fishing this day, so mush beauty surrounds me and I am fascinated by the all 
the marine life we witness on the way out, Then the motor stops and I remember we have come to tarpon fish and not sight see. 
With Addy's brother's boat few hundred yards away we begin looking for tarpon slowly paddling down the slick, schools of bait 
fish stir on each side of us. Occasionally you hear a loud crack of thunder and you realize that was just the baitfish as they try to 
evade their predators. Could it be tarpon, no it is just a few porpoises. 
 
Jim being the gracious partner that he is says "It's your turn, you go first." I would like to tell you that I argued with him about it 
but I think my response was more like "OK”. After the guide approved of the rigging, leader and line not the rod, I made my way 
to the front of the boat. We all then began to look for fish and after about an hour we spotted them coming towards us about 500 
yards out. Addy began to paddle the boat towards them to cut them off and get into position. Addy's brother however had a trolling 
motor and quietly got into position before we even got close. They immediately hooked a tarpon, one jump and it was off. Now I 
am not wild about blind casting especially when I am salt water fishing but Addy said cast, so I did. To my surprise after about 3 
casts I got a take, the fish came straight towards me and I tried to get him on the reel instead of stripping line. 
 
Well you know the rest of the story, in a matter of seconds he was on and off. I checked my fly and placed my cast from my Paul 
Young 9' bamboo back in the same spot. I let it sink mentally counting to ten. One strip and this time no mistakes, strip strike and 
three hard sets with the rod. The explosion began, an immediate jump followed by two more and then into my backing. Once he 
stopped I checked my drag and started putting the butt to him. Ever so slowly I got back to my fly line, a major milestone, by 
working the fish side to side and down. I was so focused on the fish I didn't realize what Jim and Addy were doing in the back of 
the boat. I began to notice some instability in the boat when I would pull to the right or left, it was like there was a weight shift. 
Maybe that is because there was when I would pull right they would shift to the opposite side of the boat. When I asked what 
gives they said" I am not going to be setting there when that rod splinters". 
 
After over a one hour struggle I finally had almost won the battle, denying myself any water or rest, I kept the pressure on. I 
refused the offer of my friend for water, why I don't know, I felt like I was I imposing on him and the tarpon. A boat went by and 
spooked the fish only to prolong the fight a few more minutes but finally I had him boat side. Addy took the gaff and promptly 
missed the fish and jabbed himself in the tummy. Fortunately for him there was plenty of cushion and it only left a tiny mark. 
Unfortunately for me I was dehydrated and drained, now I had to bring him up for one more pass. Exhausted I used up all I had to 
get him back to the boat so if he misses again I am done, did I mention he missed one other time also. This time he didn't miss and 
hoisted the 85 to 90 lb tarpon into the boat. "Picture" he asked "Si" I replied. Jim got the camera out and prepared to shoot. Addy 
asked " You stand" and I said " no I sit, too tired" 
 
A bottle of water does wonders to restore strength, I look over the side of the boat and there my tarpon gracefully returns to his 
water. I thank him for the opportunity as he safely swims away. I look down at my feet and there is a scale he left behind to  

(Continued next page) 
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Tarpon Bamboo - continued from previous page 
remember him by, his way of saying your welcome. Jim more energetic and excited than me at this point, congratulates me and. 
talks about few have done that, tarpon on bamboo. I began to reflect on the moment and for the first time I began to understand 
what he has been telling me all along. No not about the tarpon on bamboo but that maybe the importance of fishing is not what 
you do but who you are with to share those moments. I look at him and I am reminded that he graciously gave up his spot for his 
friend so that I could have the opportunity of a lifetime. My only hope is that he would be so blessed as I on this trip, not only with 
tarpon but with friendship. 

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Kik share stories with another 
DCFF member. 

 

Marilyn McDaniel, Mrs. Spanyer, and a guest compare 
notes. 

Gerry McDaniel gives some casting tips to Bruce and 
a guest.  

 

Piper Tuner talks with John Bizzell, who will be 
working on our website, as Dave Campbell enjoys the 
great weather.  
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Dave Campbell taught these flies at the June 22 tying meeting 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                

                                     

More information at http://www.fedflyfishers.org. 

FOAM BEATLE 
 
Hook: Mustad 94840 or any other standard dry fly hook. Sizes 12 to 18.  
Thread: 3/0 or 6/0 thread, color to match body or create desired effect.  
Body: Closed cell foam, color to match the natural you want to match.  
Indicator: (optional) Poly yarn or egg yarn.  
Legs: Rubber leg material, color to match body.  

GARSIDE SPARROW 
Hook: Mustad 9672, size 8-12 
Thread: 6/0 Color to match  
Tail: Pheasant rump marabou feathers. Tail about 1/3 length of shaft 
Rib: (Optional) Copper Wire 
Body: Rabbit and Squirrel blended with Antron. Two parts squirrel to one part rabbit. Body 
should be rough, ragged and “buggy”. Synthetic Living Fiber (SLF) is a good substitute 
dubbing. The original Sparrow was tied in Olive but many other colors are effective. 
Hackle: Pheasant rump hackle (blue green tips).  Tips of Hackle should be long, extending 
to tail. 
Collar:  Aftershaft feather from the Pheasant rump hackle feather. 

Try the Garside Sparrow 
instead of a wooly bugger 
on your next fishing trip. 
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Fly Tying Goes Hi-Tech 

The video camera captures David Campbell’s every move 
as he teaches three flies in our June fly tying meeting.  

The television gives everyone a great seat.  

19 learn to tie three new flies at the June fly tying meeting. 

 

Tell us about your favorite fishing trip this year.  Often 
another fly fisher can benefit from your information in 
planning their next trip.  Send your article and pictures to 
Piper Turner at pturner@sunsetsettings.com.  

 

 

Federation of Fly Fishers’ incentive program to 
expand its membership.  

Jim Green demonstrates a fly tying technique. 

 

SAVE THESE DATES: 
JULY 1 st- 7 p.m. – DCFF BOARD MEETING @ 
CORNER CAFÉ.  ALL MEMBERS ARE 
WELCOME. 

JULY 9 th - 9 a.m. – CUMBERLAND RIVER 
ENTOMOLOGY WORKSHOP 

JULY 20 th- 7 p.m. – DINNER & FISHING 
MEETING @ JEFFERSON COUNTY 
SPORTSMEN’S CLUB 

JULY 27 th - 7 p.m. – FLY TYING – GERRY 
MCDANIEL TRUDE 


